Appendix A
Sample search strategy for short stay units rapid review (Search date: Jan 20 2011; Databases: Ovid MEDLINE(R) In-Process & Other
Non-Indexed Citations and Ovid MEDLINE(R) <1948 to Present>, EMBASE <1980 to 2011 Week 02> Search Strategy)

1

((short stay* or observation* or clinical decision* or assessment* or extended care) adj2 (unit or units or ward or wards)).ti,ab. (3566)

2 exp Hospital Administration/ (537672)
3 (hospital* adj3 (organiz* or organis* or manag* or administ*)).ti,ab. (32706)
4 exp Hospital Units/ (263624)
5  ((hospital* or emergency or trauma) adj2 (unit$1 or ward$1 or centre$1 or center$1 or department$1 or dept$1 or service$1 or ED or facility or facilities)).
ti,ab. (159969)
6  exp Hospitalization/ (264058)
7 (hospitaliz* or hospitalis* or (stay$1 adj2 (length$1 or duration or period$1)) or ((patient$1 or inpatient$1 or in-patient$1 or hospital$1 or in-hospital$1)
adj2 (admission* or readmission* or re-admission* or admit* or readmit* or re-admit* or discharg*))).ti,ab. (460217)
8  or/2-7(1227688)
9 1and8(2181)
10  9use prmz(981)
11 exp observation unit/ (88)
12 ((short stay* or observation* or clinical decision* or assessment* or extended care) adj2 (unit or units or ward or wards)).ti,ab. (3566)
13 11 0r 12 (3581)
14 exp hospital management/ (350686)
15 (hospital* adj3 (organiz* or organis* or manag* or administ*)).ti,ab. (32706)
16 exp “hospital subdivisions and components”/ (200964)
17 ((hospital* or emergency or trauma) adj2 (unit$1 or ward$1 or centre$1 or center$1 or department$1 or dept$1 or service$1 or ED or facility or facili-
ties)).ti,ab. (159969)
18 (hospitaliz* or hospitalis* or (stay$1 adj2 (length$1 or duration or period$1)) or ((patient$1 or inpatient$1 or in-patient$1 or hospital$1 or in-hospital$1)
adj2 (admission* or readmission* or re-admission* or admit* or readmit* or re-admit* or discharg*))).ti,ab. (460217)
19  or/14-18 (972575)
20 13 and 19(1902)
21 20 use emez (1215)
22 100r21(2196)
23 remove duplicates from 22 (1360)
24 23 use prmz(973)
25 23 use emez(387)
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